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The Effect of the Inter—Provincial Direct Settlement Policy on the

Medical Service Utilization of Migrant Workers

Xu Sheng  Yin Jinghua

Abstract: Adequate and appropriate use of medical services is crucial for safeguarding the health of migrant workers.

Drawing on data from the 2013-2018 China Migrants Dynamic Survey, this study examines the impact and mechanisms

of the inter—provincial medical reimbursement policy reform under the basic medical insurance system on the medical

service utilization of migrant workers. The results indicate that the reform significantly increases hospital visits and

hospitalization expenditure for migrant workers when they fall ill. Heterogeneity analysis reveals that the policy effect on

visiting Class [l hospitals. Mechanism analysis suggests that the policy promotes medical service utilization by enhancing

the participation of migrant workers in basic medical insurance system and increasing reimbursement levels. Therefore,

further improvements in the basic medical insurance system and advancing the implementation of inter—province direct

settlement policies are vital to meeting the medical service needs of migrant workers and enhancing their health outcomes.

Keywords: Basic Medical Insurance System; Inter—Provincial Direct Settlement Policy for Medical Bill; Migrants;

Healthcare Utilization
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