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Research on Occupational Mobility and Its Income Effects

in the Context of Digital Economy

Qiao Xiaole Du Qiang He Yang

Abstract: This paper investigates the effects and mechanisms of the digital economy on occupational mobility and

income returns, using the China Labor Dynamics Survey (CLDS) dataset. It finds that while the digital economy in—

creases the probability of occupational mobility, it also effectively improves the income return after occupational mo—

bility. The heterogeneity analysis shows that the effect on occupational mobility and its income returns is more pro—

nounced for women, rural and low—education labor groups. The mechanism analysis reveals three plausible channels:

enhancing information acquisition in job searching, providing opportunities for flexible employment, and accelerating

the service—oriented transformation of the industrial structure. From a dynamic perspective of occupational mobility,

this paper expands the research on the impact of the digital economy on labor employment. It also provides evi—

dence for policymakers to improve the quality of employment in the context of digital economy.

Keywords: Digital Economy; Occupational Mobility; Information Search; Flexible Employment; Service—oriented Trans—

formation
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