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A Reflection on the Statistical Calibration of Migrant Workers
Zhang Zaiyi Mao Xuefeng

Abstract: Migrant workers comprise an important part of the population in migration. And their mobility is highly
relevant in urbanization and resources reallocation strategies. In different research perspectives, developing appropriate
statistical calibrations forms the cornerstone in estimating the cost of migrant workers' citizenization and evaluating
the development of the sending areas. This article reviews the historical development of existing statistical measures
of migrant worker and discusses the underlying logic inertia. And it points out the contradictions between the existing
logic inertia and the changing reality and needs. Using data collected through the CLDS2016, we identify the migrant
workers living at home, who are neglected in the existing statistical system empirically. We propose two viewpoints
of studying migrant workers, namely viewing the mobility of migrant workers from the destination, and viewing the
nonagricultural feature of migrant workers from the origin. The former treats home —leaving as the logical starting
point, and uses county boundaries as the spatial calibration criteria. And the latter uses the township boundary as
the spatial criteria in statistical calibration, and neglects the fact of home—leaving.
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